[Elderly victims of trauma: preexisting conditions, medications taken at home and indexes of trauma].
The objective was to identify the sociodemographic profile of the elderly victims of trauma, to characterize preexisting conditions and medications taken at home, and to calculate indices of trauma and clinical outcomes. This is a retrospective and exploratory analysis from a database of a general hospital between 2008 and 2010. There were studied 131 elderly, mean age 69.9 years, 73.3% male, 55.1% married, 54.7% retired, 65.6% had preexisting conditions and 48.9% used drugs at home. There was a representative number of falls (31.3%), followed by running over (28.2%), with the head/neck region being the most affected (59.5%). Moderate trauma prevailed (44.3%), with conditions of survival after the event (80.2%). There was an association between mechanism of trauma and preexisting disease (p=0.01) and between mechanism of trauma and sex (p=0.03). The knowledge of the variables involved with the elderly victims of trauma enables healthcare professionals to plan preventive measures aimed at improving the assistance.